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Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 6, 2020
Making and Strengthening Disciples of Jesus

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I reread the Sermon on the Mount this week and have been
wondering when it became acceptable for disciples of Christ to
behave in decidedly non-Christian ways toward those with whom
we disagree. Have you noticed this? In the last few weeks I have
read articles containing “Shameful”, “infamous”, “sold his soul”,
“fake”, “persecutor”, “traitor”, “extremist”, and “iron-fisted
tyrant” – words used by Christian authors to describe a person or
group that did not share the author’s views. Is this how Jesus wants
us to act?

You might suggest that these writers are only doing what the
other side does and that makes it OK. But Jesus did not say, “Do

unto others as they do to you.” Jesus said, “So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to
you” (Mt. 7:12). There is an important difference there. Do we want to be called names? Do we want to be
labeled as if a single word is sufficient to describe every aspect of our lives? I certainly do not!

Others might suggest that this behavior is acceptable because these writers are defending the truth. The
ends (defending and promoting the truth), in other words, justifies the means (the tactics used). While that
may sound OK at first, you do not have to think too long to realize where this kind of thinking leads. Is it
OK to lie on your resume to get a job to feed your family? Is it OK to murder an abortion doctor if that
will save the lives of innocent babies? No! Lying is wrong. Murder is wrong. The commandment does not
say, “Do not steal unless it is for a good cause.” It says, “Do not steal.” Period!

Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor, and hate your enemy’. But I
say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you” (Mt. 5:43-44). When I read articles
that demean and vilify others, it is hard to understand how the author can claim to be a disciple of Jesus.
Even when I agree with the moral point that is being made, am I to condone the method used to make that
point?

And do these tactics evangelize?
Some years ago, Alistair Begg
concluded a teaching on the Sermon
on the Mount with, “Christians are
supposed to be different!” We are not
different when we employ the same
tactics as our unbelieving neighbors.
How are we ever going to be “the
light of the world” (Mt. 5:14) if we
write, post, and speak like they do?

Article continued on next page...

Civilize It: Dignity Beyond the Debate

With another election cycle in full swing, we are faced with the
difficult question of what it means to love our neighbors in the midst
of such a divisive climate. The Diocese of St. Petersburg is
challenging Catholics to model love for neighbor through respect,
and compassion during the 2020 election cycle and beyond. Put
your faith into action and make room in your heart for those with
whom you disagree. Watch our Diocesan video and pledge dignity
beyond the debate today: https://www.dosp.org/pledging-dignity-
beyond-the-debate/



Saturday, September 5
8:00 a.m. ✝Bob Chittenden
4:00 p.m. For our parishioners
6:00 p.m. ✝Segundo Hernandez
Sunday, September 6
7:30 a.m. ✝Pastor Jimenez
9:30 a.m. 1st Wedding Anniversary of Paul
and Di Craig
11:30 a.m. ✝Anita Rosato
Monday, September 7
8:00 a.m. ✝Sophia Schroeder
Tuesday, September 8
8:00 a.m. ✝George L. And Helen Cardone
Wednesday, September 9
8:15 a.m. ✝Bernadette Reardon
6:00 p.m. ✝Jim Barlow
Thursday, September 10
8:00 a.m. ✝David Chittenden
Friday, September 11
8:00 a.m. Franck Family
Saturday, September 12
8:00 a.m. ✝Anna Donnelly
4:00 p.m. ✝Rosena Dobbin
6:00 p.m. ✝Maripily Hernandez
Sunday, September 13
7:30 a.m. Mike Marano
9:30 a.m. Juan Carlos Mootes Lujano
11:30 a.m. For our parishioners

Sanctuary Candle
This week the candle burns in honor of

Bob and Maureen Corley’s
55th wedding anniversary

Weekly Mass Intentions

Mass Moments

In the Eucharistic Prayers the priest holds the chalice and
says, “Take this, all of you, and drink from it. For this is the
chalice of my Blood, the Blood of the new and eternal
covenant, which will be poured out for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins.” Did not Christ die for all? Why does
the priest say, “for many” rather than “for all?”

This is a good question because the answer can teach us
something about translating the Bible, in this case, from
Greek to English. The words said by the priest at this part of
the Eucharistic Prayer come from Matthew 26:26-28. The
English words do seem odd. In the first sentence Jesus invites
everyone (“all of you”) but then later seems to say that the
shedding of His Blood is limited somehow (“for many”).
Biblical scholars, however, teach us that there is no
contradiction. The Greek word that is translated as “many” is
most likely intended to include everyone. In other words, “for
many” and “all” are used interchangeably. Here’s an excerpt
from the New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary on this point.

As in Mt. 26:28, Jesus’ death is related to “many.” In the
Semitic idiom lying back of Matthew’s Greek, “many” was
often used in the inclusive sense (in contrast to “the few,”
“only a part”) rather than in the exclusive sense (in contrast to
“all”). Compare 1 Cor 10:17, where “many” and “all” are
synonymous, and 1 Tim 2:5–6, which correctly renders the
Semitic idiom “the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a
ransom for all.” (Boring, M.E., Vol 8, p. 399).

This is a good example of how a commentary can help us.
Never used one? Perhaps you might want to give one a try.
We have a few in the parish lending library located just off the
narthex. Why not borrow one. Perhaps you will find, as most
people do, how helpful they can be in understanding God’s
Word.

So, what is there to do? First, I need to realize that I too am
tempted to abandon the way of love for a shock-and-awe
strategy. The latter can appear to deliver quick results but
since it is not what Jesus wants, I need to resist. Second, I do
not have to read such things and will not. Late last week I
received a request for a donation from a group working
toward a goal which I support. The first paragraph included
words that demeaned and misrepresented the other side’s
views. I did not read the rest nor did I send a contribution.
Instead, I offered a pray for the writer and for myself that we
might use the ways of Jesus to promote our beliefs.

We can do better. Our Lord calls us to it!

In Christ,

Fr. Kevin

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Parish Financial Statement and Note for August 23, 2020
Mass Attendance: 543 and 292 views on Facebook
Offertory: $10,641.50
Second Collection (APA) $213.00
His Heart: $198.00
Other: $261.00
Total: $11,313.50

In this space a few weeks ago we celebrated the parish’s generosity in supporting the Baby Bottle
Boomerang drive. You may recall that the Columbiettes gave us this opportunity to help the Foundations
of Life Pregnancy Center. The parish raised just over $4,500! This week we received a lovely letter from Sr.
Christa Rowe, OSC, the Pregnancy Center Manager. She wrote, “We were overwhelmed by the support
and generosity of your parish family in supporting women in unplanned or crisis pregnancies... With this
money we will be able to continue to stand in the gap in protecting God’s most precious infants and
assisting women in making life choices.”

You made a difference! Thank you!

Preparing for Next Week
Sunday, September 13
First Reading: Sir 27:30-28:7
Responsorial: Psalm: 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12
Second Reading: Rom 14:7-9
Gospel: Mt 18:21-35

In the parable in our Gospel Jesus addresses the question
of forgiveness. Peter asks if someone sins against me how
many times should I forgive them? Jesus essentially tells
Peter to forgive as your Heavenly Father forgives you.
Undoubtedly, forgiveness is difficult. It is not something
easy to do. However, we now know from the medical and
scientific world that not forgiving, or holding on to past
hurts and resentments, deeply affects our emotional and
physical health.

A simple physical example of this is to hold your hand
out in front of you and ball your hand up into a fist.
Pretend you are holding all of your grudges and pain and
resentment for people who have sinned against you.
Releasing your fist from this tense position is easier
because it requires more effort to squeeze your hand into
a fist than it does to release it and have your hand in a
comfortable position, free.

Resentment and holding grudges are more taxing on us
than beneficial, so why do we do it? We may have the
desire for revenge. We may want to return the hurt by
inverting the Golden Rule, “Do unto others as they have
done unto you.” We may resist forgiving another because
we think that the person who hurt us ought to do or say
something to mend the hurt or repay us for what we have
experienced. We do this because unlike God we have
conditions on our forgiveness.

Why do we desire these things and not forgive those who
have wronged us? The servant in the parable who is
forgiven a huge debt but is unwilling to forgive a small

one has no sense in his heart or mind of the mercy,
generosity, and graciousness shown to him. He is not
actually grateful for God’s mercy.

Forgiveness is not denying our hurt. Forgiveness is not an
excuse for unjust behavior and forgiving does not mean
forgetting. Some things we should not forget because they
have a purpose, to teach us and help us grow.

Not willing to forgive others comes from a position of
blindness to the forgiveness that God has offered to us by
dying on the Cross for our sins. If we truly recognize
God’s mercy in our lives, then we will not act like the
servant in the Gospel. We will come from the attitude,
“God has forgiven me and if I do not forgive others, then
it reveals my ungratefulness to God and hypocrisy as a
disciple of Christ.”

When we choose not to forgive, we are allowing and
inviting the person who has wronged us into our minds
and hearts to turn us into bitter and angry people. I pray
that each of us can go into our inner room with God.
Look into our hearts and think of the people who have
wronged us that we have not yet forgiven and released
from our resentment and grudge. Then offer that person
up to God and pray sincerely from our hearts that we
forgive them. In doing this we reveal to God that we are
grateful for His mercy and we release ourselves from the
chains of resentment, bitterness, and anger.

-Riley Arnemann

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Being Civil, Respectful and Charitable
Even in Disagreement

Unless you’ve been totally disconnected and “off the grid” for
the last couple of years, you know that our country and the
world has been under a great deal of stress and conflict. You
can barely watch the news or go onto the internet and not see
violent and chaotic encounters between individuals, groups
and institutions. With cell phone cameras everywhere, there is
no privacy and nothing seems to be off limits. There was a
time, not too long ago, when things seemed to be more civil
and less confrontational.

This weekend’s Gospel from Matthew finds Jesus explaining
to the disciples how to handle disputes and disagreements.
He breaks it down to three levels of appeal: one-on-one, then
to two or three, and finally to the church. Our Lord
understood that there would be disagreements even within
the church community, and so He provided practical advice
for solving such conflicts. But it was always done in a spirit of
prayer and a spirit of love, compassion, wisdom and
understanding which are virtues and gifts of the Spirit.

In today’s world, and in our lives, many of our disagreements
lack compassion, wisdom or understanding. It often appears
as if there is no love, respect, or tolerance for another’s
viewpoint. In fact, it can become downright uncharitable as
the anonymity of the internet and social media fuel this
attitude.

As Christians we are called to follow a different path, and to
adopt a different way of living and engaging with others –
including those with whom we disagree. Yes, we should
always stand strong in our faith and moral convictions. But
we should also treat others with charity and respect and
engage with them in civil dialogue and out of a concern for
their salvation. By doing so, we follow the example that Jesus
gave us.

-Bishop Gregory Parkes

Weekday Mass
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, & Sat: 8am
Wed: 8:15am (live-streamed) & 6pm

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil
4pm and 6pm (Spanish)
Sunday
7:30am, 9:30am (live-streamed), & 11:30am
“In-car” communion follows the 9:30am Mass

Confessions
Wednesdays: 6:45-7:45pm (English)
Saturdays: 2:45-3:45pm (English)
Saturdays: 5:30-5:55pm (Spanish)
(If you need more time with the priest in confession,
please contact the parish office for an appointment)

Morning Devotions
Monday & Friday at 9am (live-streamed):
Fr. Kevin provides some background and a short
devotion on the saint of the day.

Our Chapel is Open for Prayer
Mon, Tues, Thurs, & Fri: 8:30am-5pm
Wednesday: 9am-8pm
Saturday: 8:30am-4pm

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Wednesdays: 6:30-8pm

First Friday Exposition:
8:30-10am, 6pm continuing until 8am
Saturday Morning

First Saturdays with Mary:
8:30-10am (includes Adoration)

Divine Mercy Chaplet:
Tuesdays, after the 8am Mass

Our Lady of Perpetual Help:
Thur., after 8am Mass; will restart soon

Santo Nino (Infant Jesus) Novena:
2nd & 4th Fridays, after the 6pm Mass
(Temporarily suspended)

Live-streamed liturgies and devotions can be
found at sacredheartpinellaspark.com (look for the
“Live” link at the top of the page) or on Facebook
(SacredHeart Parish PinellasPark).

Reflection by Bishop ParkesOur Current Liturgical and
Devotional Schedule

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



The Sacrament of Marriage

New Beginnings’ Online Summit

A virtual retreat for divorced or separated Catholics,
“New Beginnings Events,” will begin Friday night, 9/11, at 8:30 pm ET,

then continue Saturday, 9/12, at 12 pm ET
Attendees from the US and around the world will join in this online event!

John Gray author ofMen are from Mars, Women are from Venus, will offer the opening keynote Friday
night, followed by praise and worship.

Saturday will begin with Mass at 12 pm, followed by excellent, expert speakers like Vince Frese, panel
discussions with Q/A, and opportunities for quiet time of reflection in virtual prayer rooms.

The entire retreat will be streamed in English and Spanish.
Go to https://www.newbeginningsevents.org/ to register; for more information go to the website or

contact info@newbeginningsevents.org.

Knights on the Move!
Sacred Heart’s Knights of Columbus freshened up all the doors of our church last Saturday. It was

noted that although many of the Knights still think of our beautiful spiritual home as the “new church,”
but it has been 35 years since these doors were opened to our parishioners.

Happy to pick up their brushes, our Knights made light work of the task of restoring our entrances,
recalling Jacob’s awe at the importance of our gathering place:

“How awesome this place is! This is the house of God, the Gateway to heaven!” (Genesis 28:17)

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Website: sacredheartpinellaspark.com
Facebook: SacredHeart Parish PinellasPark
Church Office & Mailing Address
Address: 7809 46th Way N.
Pinellas Park, FL 33781
Phone: (727) 541-4447
Email: shcc7809@gmail.com
Pastor
Fr. Kevin Yarnell
frkevinyarnell@gmail.com
Parochial Vicar
Fr. Vĳay B. Polamarasetty, O.C.D.
frvĳaysacredheart@gmail.com
Deacons
Dcn. David Sirrianna
Dcn. Chris Jensen
Parish Staff
Parish Administrator:

Tony Mazzella
mazzfest@aol.com

Faith Formation Coordinator:
Lisa Gunnin
sacredfaithformation@gmail.com

Property Technicians:
Michael Scavelli
mscavelli5737@tampabay.rr.com
Connor Horgen
connorsacredheart@gmail.com

Communications Director:
Riley Arnemann
rarnemann0709@gmail.com

Music Ministers:
Michael Marth
mjfm89@yahoo.com
Nicholas Gunnin
ngunnin@yahoo.com
Alberto Maisonet
alberto.maisonet@gmail.com
Vanessa Dockery

His Heart Society Outreach
4661 80th Ave. N.
Pinellas Park, FL 33781
Food Available: Tue. & Thurs. 9-11am
Clothing Available: Thurs. 9-11am
Call (727) 544-5445 for assistance
Sacred Heart School
7951 46th Way N., Pinellas Park, FL 33781
Phone: 727-544-1106
SacredHeartPinellasPark.org

Sacred Heart Facts and Trivia
How is your knowledge of our parish history?

Sacred Heart can trace it’s beginning to what year?
Look for the answer in next week’s bulletin.

If you regularly attended Sacred Heart you will know that the
term “stewardship” is not a church-code-word for “give
money.” Instead, biblical stewardship calls us to make the best
possible use of our time, talent, and treasure. Many of us have
trouble doing this with our money simply because we lack
necessary skills.

Last fall more than a dozen parishioners benefited from a 9-
lesson course that uses biblical wisdom and common sense to
tackle budgeting, pay off debt, and be a better steward of
money. We received a lot of positive feedback and so Kate
Joslin, a parishioner and instructor with FPU will be hosting
another course beginning September 17th.

Flyers with details are in the narthex. Do not miss this
opportunity to take a big step in becoming a better disciple of
Christ.

Financial Peace University (FPU)
Returns to Sacred Heart!

Faith Formation Classes for
Children Begin Soon!

After polling our families and catechists (teachers) it seems
best to us to begin this year’s Faith Formation classes online.
Each grade will have a combination of Google Meet
gatherings with the catechist and online activities that the
child and parent can do on their own time. While we believe
in-person classes are the best way to pass on our faith to the
children, this approach is the best we can do at this time,
given the circumstances. We will re-evaluate this prior to
Christmas and pray that we will be able to return to Sunday
morning face to face instruction.

If you have not registered yet, please do so (today!). It is easy
to complete online at https://
www.sacredheartpinellaspark.com/about-us/parish-forms/ or
go to our website and choose “Parish Forms” under the
“About” drop down menu.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Laura Scotto
Bill Cauchon
Antoinette Passero
Thomas Bourke
Bill Fitzgerald
Ginger & Edwin Holton
Frank Schaumann
Mary & Joseph Mattingly
Genevieve Aziz

Carol Muka
Tom & Irene Dence
Ethel Haskin
Lionel Tessier
Mattie Mores
Maryanne & Dcn. David
Sirrianna
Lisa Scavelli
Evilia Lopez
Bonnie Crisafulli

Gertrude Cyr
Cathy Bondar
Norman & Leonette St.
Germain
Harold Hatten
David Ciofani
Liam Kennedy
Frank & Ann Orzel
Connie Marmaro
Maria Sauls

Marie LaPointe
Joe Murolo
Carolyn Wolf
Judy Cardone
Nina Buzzone-England
Justin and Sonya Willis
Jadiel
Diana

Our Parish Prayer List

Respect for the planet’s resources
We pray that the planet's resources will
not be plundered, but shared in a just
and respectful manner.

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention
for the Month of September

To keep this list meaningful, we respectfully ask that requests to be included on the list be renewed every 4 weeks and that you provide a
specific prayer intention. To respect the privacy of individuals, please submit requests only with the expressed permission of the person for
whom you are requesting prayer. Send requests to frkevinyarnell@gmail.com

Magnolia
Gardens

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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