
SacredHeartCatholicChurch
Fif th Sunday in Ordinary Time

February 7, 2021
Making and Strengthening Disciples of Jesus

All this I do for the sake of the gospel, so that I too may have a share in it. (1 Cor. 9:23)

In some early preparation for this weekend’s homily, this verse caught my attention. Just prior to it, Paul
describes his method of ministry, to “become all things to all men” (vs. 22). He is not suggesting some sort
of hypocritical approach where he pretends to be someone he is not to gain favor. Rather, he strives to
understand others by, as the expression goes, walking in their shoes.

This makes a lot of sense. The person who can never see anything but their own point of view and who
never makes any attempt to understand the mind and heart of others, will find it hard to bring anyone to
faith or, for that matter, to be a good friend.

This is wonderfully explained by William Barclay in his commentary on 1 Corinthians. He offers the
example of Dr. Samuel Johnson who had “the art of accommodating oneself to others.”

Johnson, it seemed, was both a great talker and a great listener
with a supreme ability “to get alongside any man. A friend said of
him that he had the art of ‘leading people to talk on their favorite
subjects, and on what they knew best.’ Once a country clergyman
complained to Mrs. Thrale's mother of the dullness of his people.
‘They talk of runts’ (young cows), he said bitterly. ‘Sir,’ said the
old lady, ‘Mr. Johnson would have learned to talk of runts.’ To the
countryman he would have become a countryman. Robert Lynd
points out how Johnson would discuss the digestive apparatus of a
dog with a country parson; how he talked dancing with a dancing
master; how he talked on farm management, thatching, the
process of malting, the manufacture of gunpowder, the art of
tanning. He talks of Johnson's ‘readiness to throw himself into the
interests of other people. He was a man who would have enjoyed
discussing the manufacture of spectacles with a spectacle-maker,
law with a lawyer, pigs with a pig-breeder, diseases with a doctor,
or ships with a ship-builder. He knew that in conversation it is
only more blessed to give than to receive.’”

Barclay continues, “We can never attain to any kind of evangelism or friendship without speaking the same
language and thinking the same thoughts as the other man. Someone once described teaching, medicine,
and the ministry as ‘the three patronizing professions.’ So long as we patronize people and make no effort
to understand them, we can never get anywhere with them. Paul, the master missionary, who won more
men for Christ than any other man, saw how essential it was to become all things to all men. One of our
greatest necessities is to learn the art of getting alongside people; and the trouble so often is that we do not
even try” (pgs. 83-84).

This leaves me two questions to ponder. Perhaps you might consider them as well.

Are you and I willing to “get alongside” others for the sake of the Gospel?
What do we do “for the sake of the Gospel?”

-Fr. Kevin

“We can never
attain to any kind
of evangelism or
friendship without
speaking the same
language and

thinking the same
thoughts as the
other man.”
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Saturday, February 6
8:00 a.m. ✝Larry Santisteban
4:00 p.m. ✝Armando Lujano Cardozo
6:00 p.m. ✝Souls in Purgatory
Sunday, February 7
7:30 a.m. ✝Carol Fabrizio
9:30 a.m. James Kostka and Family
11:30 a.m. For our parishioners
Monday, February 8
8:00 a.m. Bob Wright
Tuesday, February 9
8:00 a.m. ✝Bob DeCosta
Wednesday, February 10
8:15 a.m. Camille Franck
6:00 p.m. ✝Men & Women of the U.S.
House and Senate
Thursday, February 11
8:00 a.m. ✝Carla Chevere
Friday, February 12
8:00 a.m. ✝Cardone & Fedeli family living
& deceased
Saturday, February 13
8:00 a.m. Stitt & Kahoe family living &
deceased
4:00 p.m. ✝Natalie Barbuti
6:00 p.m. ✝Antonio DaConceicao &
Jonathan Hamblin
Sunday, February 14
7:30 a.m. ✝John Scannell
9:30 a.m. For our parishioners
11:30 a.m. ✝Jane Lods

Sanctuary Candle
The sanctuary candle burns in loving

memory of Natalie Barbuti

Weekly Mass Intentions Preach, Teach, and Heal

“He approached, grasped her hand, and helped her up.” – Mark 1:31
One of the many things that was taken away from us
during the pandemic was the ability to physically touch one
another. We could no longer hold hands at Mass or hug or
shake hands at the sign of peace or when we greet others
before and after Mass. And we were told to avoid physical
contact and to social distance from one another.

In Mark’s Gospel this weekend, we read about Jesus going
to the home of Simon and Andrew, and while there, He
heals Simon’s mother-in-law from a fever. He did this by
simply taking her by the hand and helping her up. She was
healed by the physical touch of the Lord. We can assume
that the healing was immediate since she began to wait on
their needs. Others in the area who were ill or possessed by
demons were brought to Jesus. We read that Jesus healed
many of various diseases and drove out many demons. The
next day He set out to nearby villages to drive out demons
and preach in the synagogues.

This first chapter of Mark is the beginning of Jesus’s public
ministry and sets forth a kind of agenda for His future
ministry – to preach, teach, and heal. This is the example
our priests and deacons use today. And this is our role as
well by virtue of our baptism. Through baptism you have
been commissioned and empowered to bring healing to
others by feeding the hungry, sheltering the poor, and
bringing comfort to the sick, among other corporal works
of mercy. Have the courage today to make a difference in
your community by joining a parish ministry or outreach
that brings comfort and healing to those who need it most.

-Bishop Gregory Parkes

Bishop Gregory Parkes is offering a new series on Spirit
FM 90.5 and on your favorite podcast app that provides
inspiration and insights for living our Catholic
faith. Proclaim, Invite and Encounter is a daily reflection
and commentary on Courageously Living the Gospel in
our homes, parishes, communities and wherever God may
lead us. Visit www.dosp.org/bishop/podcast to listen and
subscribe.

Also from Bishop Parkes:
Proclaim, Invite and Encounter
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January 31st Stewardship

Sunday Offertory: $10,100.00
2nd Collection (Maintenance Fund): $862.00
His Heart: $2,513.00
Other: $842.98
Total: $14,317.98
Mass Attendance: 671 and 458 views on Facebook

Preparing for Next Week:
Sunday, February 14

First Reading: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46
Responsorial Psalm: 32:1-2, 5, 11
Second Reading: 1 Cor 10:31-11:1

Gospel: Mk 1:40-45

In our Gospel we hear about the leper begging on
his knees to Jesus for Him to make him clean. In
those days, lepers were perceived as ritually
impure. They were not accepted in civil or
religious society. For example, when a priest
discovered a person’s impurity, then he must expel
them from the civil and religious society because
of the sacred code Leviticus 13-14. Consequently,
they remained outside of the city wandering the
open fields.

Given this context, it was extremely bold for this
leper to approach Jesus and ask Him to make him
clean. Jesus was a Jew and Rabbi. The leper’s
action was bold because he was approaching
someone who traditionally expels his kind from
religious and civil society.

The leper’s action not only required boldness, but
great faith. He recognized Jesus as someone
special. He had faith in Jesus that He could
actually make him clean.

Both the leper and Jesus can teach us important
lessons. The leper teaches us about having a bold
faith and Jesus reveals to us by His actions His
mission, values, and what it means to be a
disciple.

Jesus went outside the city to the barren fields
where only the unclean lepers wandered. This
action is radical and breaks the religious law and
civil social norms. This action teaches us that all

are welcome at the table of the Lord. Jesus has no
limits or boundaries for who is allowed to
encounter Him.

Jesus’ action teaches us that His mission is to save
everyone, not only the clean and seemingly
righteous people. His mission is to save those who
are broken, vulnerable, and rejected.

The values of Jesus are revealed. He values
humility, compassion, and acceptance. He goes
out to the unclean and rejected people of society
to preach and heal. He did not go to a grand hall
to preach and heal. Instead, he went to the
lowliest place in society, the field were the unclean
wandered. This is an expression of humility,
compassion, and acceptance.

The hand of Jesus is extended to the unclean
leper to touch and caress (haptomai), offering
personal presence (healing contact) to those whom
were ostracized, devoid of any contact. Jesus’
hand is the ultimate expression of mercy that
transcends the laws of the purity of religious
dogma. This hand is a sign of mercy, solidarity,
love, and shared life. It is a sign of social
disruption for the sake of liberation and
reconciliation for all, even the outcast.

Who are the “unclean” in our lives and how can
we be the hand of Jesus to them?

-Riley Arnemann (Communications Director)

Here’s some terrific news! As of Feb. 1st, we are
just $2008 short of our 2020 Annual Pastoral
Appeal goal. Thank you!
Now we have to turn our attention to the 2021
Appeal. Here is a simple recipe for success.
1. Helped us in 2020? Make a similar

commitment to the Appeal
2. Have not contributed in the last few years? Make a gift this year (of any size!)
It will all add up and we will, once again, make a difference in the lives of many throughout our diocese!
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Weekday Mass
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, & Sat: 8am
Wed: 8:15am (live-streamed) & 6pm

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil
4pm and 6pm (Spanish)
Sunday
7:30am, 9:30am (live-streamed), & 11:30am
“In-car” communion follows the 9:30am Mass

Confessions
Wednesdays: 6:45-7:45pm (English)
Saturdays: 2:45-3:45pm (English)
Saturdays: 5:30-5:55pm (Spanish)
(If you need more time with the priest in confession,
please contact the parish office for an appointment)

Morning Devotions
Monday & Friday at 9am (live-streamed):
Fr. Kevin provides some background and a short
devotion on the saint of the day.

Our Chapel is Open for Prayer
Mon, Tues, Thurs, & Fri: 8:30am-5pm
Wednesday: 9am-8pm
Saturday: 8:30am-4pm

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Wednesdays: 6:30-8pm

First Friday Exposition:
8:30-10am, 6pm continuing until 8am
Saturday Morning

First Saturdays with Mary:
8:30-10am (includes Adoration)

Divine Mercy Chaplet:
Tuesdays, after the 8am Mass

Our Lady of Perpetual Help:
Thur., after 8am Mass; will restart soon

Santo Nino (Infant Jesus) Novena:
2nd & 4th Wednesdays, after the 6pm Mass

Live-streamed liturgies and devotions can be
found at sacredheartpinellaspark.com (look for the
“Live” link at the top of the page) or on Facebook
(SacredHeart Parish PinellasPark).

Our Current Liturgical and
Devotional Schedule Sacred Heart Trivia

How is your knowledge
of our parish history?

Last week’s question: (True /
False) Sacred Heart has a garden
that grows fresh vegetables for His
Heart to distribute to the needy in
our area. Very True! In case
you did not see this before,
here is our sweet potato
harvest from this past fall.

February 7-14
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Website: sacredheartpinellaspark.com
Facebook: SacredHeart Parish PinellasPark
Church Office & Mailing Address
Address: 7809 46th Way N.
Pinellas Park, FL 33781
Phone: (727) 541-4447
Email: shcc7809@gmail.com
Pastor
Fr. Kevin Yarnell
frkevinyarnell@gmail.com
Parochial Vicar
Fr. Vĳay B. Polamarasetty, O.C.D.
frvĳaysacredheart@gmail.com
Deacons
Dcn. David Sirrianna
Dcn. Chris Jensen
Parish Staff
Parish Administrator:

Tony Mazzella
mazzfest@aol.com

Faith Formation Coordinator:
Lisa Gunnin
sacredfaithformation@gmail.com

Property Technicians:
Michael Scavelli, Connor Horgen

Communications Director:
Riley Arnemann
rarnemann0709@gmail.com

Music Ministers:
Michael Marth

mjfm89@yahoo.com
Nicholas Gunnin

ngunnin@yahoo.com
Alberto Maisonet

alberto.maisonet@gmail.com
Vanessa Dockery

Parish Religious Gift Shop
Located in the church narthex
Open: Sat. 3:30-5:30pm

Sun. 8:30am-12:45pm
His Heart Society Outreach
4661 80th Ave. N.
Pinellas Park, FL 33781
Food & Clothing: Tue. & Thurs. 9-11am
Call (727) 544-5445 for financial assistance
Sacred Heart School
7951 46th Way N., Pinellas Park, FL 33781
Phone: 727-544-1106
SacredHeartPinellasPark.org

Lourdes Virtual Pilgrimage Experience to
Broadcast on EWTN

Thursday, February 11, 2021 at 10:30 AM

Feast Day of Our Lady of Lourdes
and World Day of the Sick

Tune in on your local EWTN Global Catholic Network
cable channel or stream on www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live

Transform Your Tomorrow!

You can learn how to be the best manager of your money
for No Cost!. Thanks to a grant, Financial Peace
University is FREE for Sacred Heart parishioners.
Register at https://www.financialpeace.com/hosts/
sacredheart?pc=92472801 for access to all the resources
needed to guide you to better manage your finances!

Weekly ZOOM coaching meetings are available Wednesday
nights at 7:30pm. Email Kate with any questions about the
program and a link to the meetings
KJpartyof6@gmail.com.

Opportunities

WORD 2021- An international Catholic Bible
Summit Feb. 11-13

• How to find unshakeable hope and peace no matter
what you're going through.

• How to break open the Bible and hear what God is
saying to you right now.

• The keys to unlocking a deeper prayer life.
• Where to turn in times of suffering.
• The keys to overcoming doubt and share your faith with

others.
• How to find balance and recalibrate your family with

the Word of God... and much more!
Sign up at https://www.cardinalstudios.org/catholic-bible-
summit-home (There is no cost!)
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Our Parish Prayer List

We pray for women who are victims
of violence, that they may be
protected by society and have their
sufferings considered and heeded.

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention
for the Month of February

To keep this list meaningful, we respectfully ask that requests to be included on the list be renewed every 4 weeks and that you provide a
specific prayer intention. To respect the privacy of individuals, please submit requests only with the expressed permission of the person for
whom you are requesting prayer. Send requests to frkevinyarnell@gmail.com

Genevieve Aziz
Constance Bader
Kenneth Barcomb
Darlene and Michael Belanger
Cathi Bondar
Thomas Bourke
Nina Buzzone-England
Judy Cardone
Bill Cauchon
Joseph I. Chase
David Ciofani
Bill Colville
Bonnie Crisafulli

Tom & Irene Dence
Jan Gossett
Irene D. Haisch
Ethel Haskin
Diane Hosman
Ginger & Edwin Holton
Amy Iketani
Janet Jacob
David Johnson
Liam Kennedy
Marie LaPointe
Evilia Lopez
Katie Malins

Connie Marmaro
Mary & Joseph Mattingly
Mattie Mores
Carol Muka
Frank & Ann Orzel
Antoinette Passero
Ashley Percifield
Ellen Santisteban
Maria Sauls
Frank Schaumann
Craig Schiller
Laura Scotto

Maryanne & Dcn. David
Sirrianna
Norman & Leonette St.
Germain
Sherry Taylor
Lionel Tessier
Myhao Tran
Carolyn Wolf

Bold indicates new name
added to list
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