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Did Jesus have brothers and sisters?
This is a good question, and you may feel uncomfortable asking it. “Blessed Mary, Ever Virgin” would
seem to give a clear answer but then we read the story in today’s gospel where Mark writes,
Is he not the carpenter, the son of Mary,
and the brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon?
And are not his sisters here with us?” (Mk. 6:3)
Scholars and Christians of all walks of life have been discussing this for centuries and, over that time, three
main possibilities have been suggested. Let’s look at each one.
What is known as the Epiphanian solution is that these people were the children of Joseph by an earlier
marriage and that Joseph and Mary never had children together. The “brothers and sisters” Mark
mentions are the half-brothers and half-sisters of Jesus. This answer allows us to accept the gospel story as
written and hold on to our belief that Mary lived her life as a virgin.
Jerome, the great Bible scholar (347-420 AD) who translated the Bible into Latin, held that Mark is
referring to cousins of Jesus – perhaps the sons of Mary’s sister. This answer is based on the difficulty in
translating the passage. The word typically translated as “brother and sister” can also mean “close
relative.” Jerome, believed this to be Mark’s intent and, if so, there is again no contradiction between the
Bible and our beliefs about Mary.
One or other of these first two answers has been held by most Roman Catholics (and by many nonCatholics too!) over the centuries. Perhaps at some point you too have had this question answered in one of
these ways.
The last possible answer is that Mark is referring to the natural children of Joseph and Mary. Most who
agree with this believe that Mary was a virgin at the time of Jesus’ birth but that other children were born
later. In other words, they believe in the virgin birth but not that Mary was ever virgin. This is the opinion
of most Protestants but was also held by some in the ancient church – Hegesippus (2nd c.), Tertullian (160–
220 c.e.), and Helvidius (4th c.), for example.
How do we resolve this? It is helpful to notice that each of these answers relies on the Bible as the sole
source of information. A proponent of each answer will read the passage in a way that backs up their
opinion. We are helped by realizing that the Bible is not clear on the matter. It makes sense that the gospels
focus on Jesus and not on details of Jesus’ family. What we know about Mary, Joseph, and other relations is
limited simply because these things were not the focus of the gospel writers.
We need to turn to some additional source and for Catholics that source is Tradition (with a capital T).
Tradition is simply those things that have been passed on to us from the Apostles that are not recorded in
the Bible. That Tradition has, with only a few exceptions, always held that Mary remained a virgin
throughout her life and that Jesus therefore had no brothers and sisters from Mary.
Will that answer satisfy everyone? Probably not. To accept it, they need to value our Tradition. For those
of us that do, Tradition provides the key to resolve what is not clear in the Bible and allows to arrive at an
answer to our question.

Stewardship

Weekly Mass Intentions

June 26-27th
Offertory: $11,327.00
Second Collection (Peter’s Pence): $942.00
His Heart: $470.00
Other: $8,583.96*
Total: $21,323.46
Mass Attendance: 802
*Other income includes reimbursed expenses from the school
Wow!

Saturday, July 3
8:00 a.m. Nancy Lalonde
4:00 p.m. Goeke
6:00 p.m. Maria Gonzalez & Marie Butler
Sunday, July 4
7:30 a.m. ✝Larry Santisteban
9:30 a.m. Lynne Laquian
11:30 a.m. For our parishioners
Monday, July 5
8:00 a.m. ✝William Spekhardt
Tuesday, July 6
8:00 a.m. ✝Patricia L. Oliquino
Wednesday, July 7
8:15 a.m. ✝Rachel Gamache
6:00 p.m. ✝Jack Stevans
Thursday, July 8
8:00 a.m. ✝Derek Cherry
Friday, July 9
8:00 a.m. ✝Patricia L. Oliquino
Saturday, July 10
8:00 a.m. Tom & Gloria LaRosa
4:00 p.m. ✝John G. Vollmer
6:00 p.m. For our parishioners
Sunday, July 11
7:30 a.m. Linda Faulkner
9:30 a.m. Ken Carr
11:30 a.m. ✝Patricia Serra
Sanctuary Candle
The sanctuary candle burns in loving
memory of Lardy Santos
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Thank you for your generous support in last week’s Peter’s
Pence Collection! Our contributions, combined with those
from our brothers and sisters around the world, provide
essential support for the Holy See’s activities and help Pope
Francis minister to the victims of wars, oppression, and
natural disaster around the world.
And speaking of generous support, donations to His Heart
in the last 12 months (our fiscal year) totaled over $23,000!
That includes all the money dropped into the Poor Boxes,
online donations to the “His Heart Fund,” and checks
marked for His Heart. Lots of small donations added up
and allowed our ministry to help a lot of people!
Mental Health Corner
We are short space in the bulletin this week, so instead of
writing a full reflection on mental health and Catholicism I
want to briefly share with you what I have been doing this
past week. I created my own personal website with the
intention of reaching more people.
On the homepage you will find a metaphor for life, but not
only for our physical life, our spiritual life too. You will also
find an about me, services, how to contact me, and my blog.
The blog content is about mental health, relationships,
Christianity, and spirituality.
I have one new post titled
“Masculine Vulnerability.”
Although I do not mention
God, my inspiration for this
article was Jesus on the Cross,
that is, the ultimate example of
masculine vulnerability. Scan
the QR code or go to RileyTherapy.Com to see my website
and blog. You can also find me
on Psychology Today by
searching my name.
-Riley Arnemann

Around The Parish
Congratulations Fr. Vĳay!
Bishop Gregory Parkes said it was “a day of joy” as
three men who were ordained outside of the Diocese
of St. Petersburg were welcomed as permanent priests
of this local Church community.
“Today marks a new chapter in the history of our
Diocese and also in your priesthood and we thank you
so much for your ministry,” said Bishop Parkes. Father
Vĳay Polamarasetty gathered with Bishop Parkes and
Pastoral Center staff on June 23rd for Daytime Prayer
from the Liturgy of the Hours, during which the
priests indicated their intention to permanently
remain presbyters of the Diocese of St. Petersburg.
One at a time, each priest placed his hand on the
Book of the Gospels while reading and then signing
the Oath of Permanence, promising respect and
obedience to Bishop Parkes and his successors.
Effective July 1, 2021, the three will officially be
incardinated priests of our Diocese.
Incardination is a canonical process whereby a priest belonging to a diocese or religious institute is
welcomed into the presbyterate of another diocese or religious institute. In the case of diocesan priests,
incardination means “to be hinged” to a diocese and to a bishop and reflects a special bond that is
formed between the priest who is incardinated and the local bishop/diocese. Incardination provides
priests stability in their ministry and the assurance of prayers and support from a diocese.
These priests started their vocation journeys in different places and circumstances but now God has led
them to serve here. This new opportunity reflects a long discernment process and an openness to the
Holy Spirit.
During the ceremony, Bishop Parkes offered a reflection and highlighted a Scripture quote from Daytime
Prayer: “Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him” (Colossians 3:17).
“I think this quote is true not only for priests and deacons but for
all the faithful, all those engaged in ministry. Whatever good we
do, whatever ministry we perform, should be in God’s name, an
act of thanksgiving and a way to give God glory,” said Bishop
Parkes.
Father Vĳay Polamarasetty (transferring from Discalced Carmelite
Order, India)
• Ordained to the priesthood for the Discalced Carmelite Order,
India on February 2, 2010
• Began serving in the Diocese of St. Petersburg on 2/9/2017
• Previously served at St. Ignatius of Antioch Parish, Tarpon
Springs, St. Luke Parish, Palm Harbor
• Current Assignment: Sacred Heart Parish, Pinellas Park
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Our Current Liturgical and
Devotional Schedule
Weekday Mass
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, & Sat: 8am
Tues: 6pm (Spanish)
Wed: 8:15am (live-streamed) & 6pm
Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil
4pm and 6pm (Spanish)
Sunday
7:30am, 9:30am (live-streamed), & 11:30am
Confessions
Wednesdays: 6:45-7:45pm (English)
Saturdays: 2:45-3:45pm (English)
Saturdays: 5:30-5:55pm (Spanish)

(If you need more time with the priest in confession,
please contact the parish office for an appointment)

Morning Devotions
Monday & Friday at 9am (live-streamed):
Fr. Kevin provides some background and a short
devotion on the saint of the day.

Our Chapel is Open for Prayer
Mon, Tues, Thurs, & Fri: 8:30am-5pm
Wednesday: 9am-8pm
Saturday: 8:30am-4pm
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Wednesdays: 6:30-8pm

First Friday Exposition:
8:30-10am, 6pm-9pm, Mass 9pm
Exposition continuing until 8am Saturday
First Saturdays with Mary:
8:30-10am (includes Adoration)
Divine Mercy Chaplet:
Tuesdays, after the 8am Mass
Our Lady of Perpetual Help:
Thur., after 8am Mass
Santo Nino (Infant Jesus) Novena:
2nd & 4th Wednesdays, after the 6pm Mass
Live-streamed liturgies and devotions can be
found at sacredheartpinellaspark.com (look for the
“Live” link at the top of the page) or on Facebook
(SacredHeart Parish PinellasPark).
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Around The Parish Cont.
You want the best for your children
and we can help!
Our Faith Formation classes will return to in-person
meetings beginning August 22nd. Our program is designed
for children not attending Catholic School. It begins each
week with the 9:30am Mass and then moves to gradespecific classes that end at Noon.
We offer classes for K through 8th grade. Of particular
interest is the preparation for your child’s First Holy
Communion and Confirmation. Both are 2-year programs.
Children in first grade attend Faith Formation as the first
year of the two-year process to prepare to receive First
Holy Communion in second grade. Children in seventh
grade attend Faith Formation as the first year of the twoyear process to prepare to receive Confirmation in eighth
grade.
Children attending Catholic School sign up to prepare for
First Holy Communion preparation classes in second
grade and in eighth grade for Confirmation.
The link to the registration form to register your child is on
our website at https://www.osvhub.com/sacred-heartpinellas-park/forms/faith-formation-registration. (Or send
us an email and we’ll reply with the link.)
For more information on Faith Formation classes, contact
Lisa Gunnin, Director of Faith Formation at
sacredfaithformation@gmail.com.
A Return to Service!
Did you know that a wonderful group of people provide a
meal each month for the residents at Pinellas Hope? It is a
terrific ministry and is supported by the monthly donations
of a parishioner’s business. For the last many months, the
group has only been able to prepare and deliver the meal.
Beginning this month, we have been given permission to
serve the meal. That might not sound overly important but
it is. Many volunteers find the contact and conversations
with the residence to be both enlightening and inspiring.
Let us know if you would like to help out!

Around The Parish Cont.
Youth, Save July 17th!

Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion
If you have a love of the Eucharist, this may be
the perfect way to serve the parish and fellow
parishioners. We are in particular need of
ministers to assist at our 7:30am and 11:30am
Masses. Some training is required. Let us know if
you can serve in this way.
Hurricane Safety
“Say to the LORD, ‘My refuge and fortress, my God in
whom I trust.’”-Psalms 91:2

Make plans to join several youth groups from
around the diocese for a day for faith and fun.
Start with lunch, then join in your choice of
outdoor games, or artistic activities. Small group
time, Mass, dinner, and a concert by the Scally
Brothers round out the day.
Help Wanted!
Food is delivered to His Heart on Thursday
around 11am and we need help to unload it! It is
not the easiest of tasks but your help would be
most appreciated!

Be Prepared:
In the storms of life, we turn to God and pray
that we will be spared from harm. We are also
called to take the necessary precautions to protect
the precious gift of life and to minimize damage
to property. Here are a few helpful reminders:
Evacuation Shelters:
If you are elderly or have special needs, please
contact your county’s Emergency Management
Office to pre-register prior to any storm if you
will need to evacuate.
Mass Participation:
All parishioners are urged to use good judgment
when deciding if conditions are safe to travel to
Mass. If roadways are not clear and weather
conditions are unsafe to travel, the faithful are
reminded that the obligation to participate in the
Sunday Mass does not apply when there is grave
difficulty in fulfilling this obligation (Code of
Canon Law, Canon 1248 §2).
News and Updates:
If a storm threatens our area many resources are
available.
Pinellas County Emergency Management:
www.pinellascounty.org/emergency/
Visit the Diocese of St. Petersburg website https:/
/dosp.org for the latest updates relating to parish
and school closings.
Follow the diocese on Twitter https://
twitter.com/DioStPete, Facebook https://
www.facebook.com/DioStPete/, and Spirit FM
90.5 for the latest news updates.
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Website: sacredheartpinellaspark.com
Facebook: SacredHeart Parish PinellasPark
Church Office & Mailing Address
Address: 7809 46th Way N.
Pinellas Park, FL 33781
Phone: (727) 541-4447
Email: shcc7809@gmail.com
Pastor
Fr. Kevin Yarnell
frkevinyarnell@gmail.com
Parochial Vicar
Fr. Vĳay B. Polamarasetty
frvĳaysacredheart@gmail.com
Deacons
Dcn. David Sirrianna
Dcn. Chris Jensen
Parish Staff
Parish Administrator:
Tony Mazzella
mazzfest@aol.com
Faith Formation Coordinator:
Lisa Gunnin
sacredfaithformation@gmail.com
Property Technicians:
Michael Scavelli, Connor Horgen
Communications Director:
Riley Arnemann
rarnemann0709@gmail.com
Music Ministers:
Michael Marth
mjfm89@yahoo.com
Nicholas Gunnin
ngunnin@yahoo.com
Alberto Maisonet
alberto.maisonet@gmail.com
Vanessa Dockery
Parish Religious Gift Shop
Located in the church narthex
Open: Sat. 3:30-5:30pm
Sun. 8:30am-12:45pm
His Heart Society Outreach
4661 80th Ave. N.
Pinellas Park, FL 33781
Food & Clothing: Tue. & Thurs. 9-11am
Call (727) 544-5445 for financial assistance
Sacred Heart School
7951 46th Way N., Pinellas Park, FL 33781
Phone: 727-544-1106
SacredHeartPinellasPark.org
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Believe in God’s Truth

Caption: Gus Lloyd talking to pilgrims at Mount Precipice outside Nazareth

“’Is he not the carpenter, the son of Mary, and the brother of James
and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?’
And they took offense at him.”- Mark 6:3
Have you ever been a situation where you haven’t seen an
old friend or coworker, maybe for many years, and then
when you reunite, you think, “boy, he or she has changed!”
The same can be said for a young adult returning from
college, or someone returning after a long deployment in
the military. When you first saw them, you may have judged
first by appearance, then by what they said in sharing
what’s been going on in their life since your last encounter.
At times it can be disturbing to you. After all, that’s not how
you remembered them.
In Mark’s Gospel this weekend, Jesus returns to His
hometown, seemingly to be welcomed by His former
community. Many remembered Jesus as the son of Mary
and Joseph, the carpenter. But Jesus had been gone awhile.
He’d grown up.
We read that Jesus goes to the synagogue to teach, and that
those who heard Him were astonished. They become
indignant, asking “How could the son of a carpenter have
this kind of knowledge? What gives him the authority or
right to say such things?” In essence, the people of Jesus’
hometown question His authority and all that He was
doing. How could those Jesus grew up with not accept Him
now?
This account is meant for us to examine ourselves. How
often are we quick to judge others, to pigeon-hole them
based on nationality, color of skin or creed? Today more
than ever, it seems we are not open to the opinion of others,
so much so that we do not even listen to the other side.
Our Lord shows us the way to the Father, yet often we want
to do things our way instead of His. We pick and choose
what we want to believe versus God’s truth. Have the
courage today not to pass judgment on others based on
what we have seen in the past, but what has been revealed
to us as truth.
-Bishop Gregory Parkes
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Our Parish Prayer List
Sheryl Acunal
Genevieve Aziz
Constance Bader
Kenneth Barcomb
Darlene and Michael Belanger
Thomas Bourke
Devin Brown
Nina Buzzone-England
Judy Cardone
Paul & Gail Catalona
Bill Cauchon
Joseph I. Chase
David Ciofani
Bonnie Crisafulli

Tom & Irene Dence
Mary Haisch
Michael Hurguy
Anne Fiamengo
Jan Gossett
James Guimond
Ethel Haskin
Amy Iketani
Janet Jacob
David Johnson
Liam & Jeanne Kennedy
Anna Kumari
Marie LaPointe
Gail Larson

Linda Lawandus
Evilia Lopez
Sharn Lundy
Katie Malins
Connie Marmaro
Mary Mattingly
Mattie Mores
Carol Muka
Susan Nguyen
Frank & Ann Orzel
Antoinette Passero
Neil Petrocci
Audrey Reale
Steve Ramirez

Nylene Santos
Maria Sauls
Frank Schaumann
Craig Schiller
Laura Scotto
Maryanne & Dcn. David
Sirrianna
Renae Soale
Helen Sullivan
Norman & Leonette St. Germain
Sherry Taylor
Josephine Underwood
Carolyn Wolf
Bolded names indicate new
name added to prayer list.

To keep this list meaningful, we respectfully ask that requests to be included on the list be renewed every 4 weeks and that you provide a
specific prayer intention. To respect the privacy of individuals, please submit requests only with the expressed permission of the person for
whom you are requesting prayer. Send requests to frkevinyarnell@gmail.com

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention
for the Month of July
Social Friendship
We pray that, in social, economic and
political situations of conflict, we may be
courageous and passionate architects of
dialogue and friendship.
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