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Making and Strengthening Disciples of Jesus

I once worshipped an idol.
I know that sounds odd. Idols seem like they belong in the Old Testament or to people who lived in ancient
civilizations. We don’t think modern people worship idols. But I did. I worshipped my bicycle.
It may sound crazy but sadly it is true. Things you’d associated with worshipping God, I did for my bike.

• I gave it my time. I didn’t just ride for transportation – to get from one place to another – I rode
just to ride. I needed to be with my bike. In a year, I’d add 3,000 miles or more on the odometer
and that takes a lot of time.

• I studied. I read about bikes, about training, and how to get better. I read about professional bike
racers and watched bicycle races.

• I gave the bike offerings. The local bicycle shop loved to see me walk in. I bought clothes,
equipment, and paid to keep the bike in top shape.

In a word, my bicycle was my god.
Perhaps you think I’m exaggerating – a bicycle as an
idol? I’m not and I don’t think this is as uncommon as
you might imagine. There are lots of people today that
worship idols. Oh, they may not say it that way – at the
time I wouldn’t have said my bicycle was a god – but
their actions suggest that they are indeed worshiping
some physical thing.
Some people worship their phones. Consider the
attention they give to a handful of electronics. It is with
them constantly and, in fact, they are reluctant to be
without the phone. They even bring it to church! Or
recall a time when a phone was lost. That may not
have been pretty. We don’t function well when our god
isn’t around.
For others, possessions is our god. The things we buy
make us feel alive and even a bit fulfilled. Oh sure, we
know those feelings are fleeting, but as long as we can
buy more new things, we keep that feeling alive. We
know that if we get a new car, we’ll be happy. If we buy
new clothes, we’ll be happy. If we remodel a room in
the house, we’ll be happy.

There are lots of other things to worship – sports, hobbies, TV, Internet, gaming. Each clamors for our
attention, our time, and our resources. Each brings at least some happiness, and each has the potential to
distract us from or even completely replace the true God. Oh, we don’t intend it. Intellectually we know
that God is God and these other things don’t compare, but over time, we let these other things take over
and without realizing it, we find ourselves worshiping idols.

Continued on page 5.

I couldn’t find a picture of someone bowing down to a bicycle,
but this cartoon (from Pearl Izumi) captures the idea of
excessive dedication to cycling. I never transported a Christmas
tree, but I did once ride two miles with a frozen, 18-pound
turkey in my backpack.
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Saturday, September 4
8:00 a.m. ✝Angelito Cortez
4:00 p.m. For our parishioners
6:00 p.m. For healthcare workers
Sunday, September 5
7:30 a.m. ✝Cardone & Fedoli Families
9:30 a.m. ✝Mary & Pat Lupo
11:30 a.m. ✝Maria Gonzales & Marie
Butler
Monday, September 6
8:00 a.m. Sue Bauer & Family
Tuesday, September 7
8:00 a.m. ✝Alex DeRubius
Wednesday, September 8
8:15 a.m. ✝All souls in purgatory
6:00 p.m. ✝Anita Rosato
Thursday, September 9
8:00 a.m. Our president and all elected
officials
Friday, September 10
8:00 a.m. ✝Howard Scavelli
Saturday, September 11
8:00 a.m. ✝Tom & Steven Grey
4:00 p.m. Margaret Murray Hoagland
6:00 p.m. ✝Pastor Jimenez
Sunday, September 12
7:30 a.m. Anita Bevacqua
9:30 a.m. Special intention Anna Santos
11:30 a.m. For our parishioners

Sanctuary Candle
The sanctuary candle burns in loving

memory of Anita Rosato

Weekly Mass Intentions

Dear beloved Sacred Heart family,

No words are adequate to express my profound gratitude
for your AWESOME GENEROSITY towards my mission
appeal. My delivery and presentation may not have been
perfect, but it is evident that through my love for God and
for those who have so little, I was able to express myself well
enough to touch your hearts. You have shown me that same
love and compassion for the suffering Body of Christ. I
remain in complete awe and amazement over your
generosity and for the immense blessings I constantly
receive from you. God is always good and kind to me! My
promise to you is to remember all of you in my daily
prayers and to be at your service. I also give thanks to God
for placing me in your midst. May God's choicest blessings
be upon you and your families.

With heartfelt gratitude,

Fr. Vĳay

Gratitude

Stewardship

August 28th - 29th
Offertory: $8,701.00
2nd Coll. (APA): $247.00
His Heart: $304.00
Other: $1502.40*
Total: $10,754.40
Mass Attendance: 758
*includes gift shop receipts and candle donations, among other things.

Amazon Smile

You might not think that
Amazon and stewardship go
together but consider this. If
you are already going to
purchase something through
the Amazon website, you
can be a better steward of
that money by utilizing the
Amazon Smile program. In
the last 3 months, the

program has earned $61.94 for our parish! Start your
shopping at smile.amaon.com and make your purchases
there. The Amazon experience will be the same. However,
in addition to getting the items you want, you will also be
donating 0.5% of some of those purchases to Sacred Heart.
You need to register and pick Sacred Heart as your charity.
Just type Amazon Smile into the search box on the Amazon
webpage and follow the directions.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Did you know?
Our annual Time and Talent Stewardship

Campaign begins next weekend!

We take a few weeks each year to learn more about stewardship and reflect on how God wants us to use
our Time and Talents here at Sacred Heart. Beginning next weekend, the bulletins will feature our many
and varied ministries and groups. We hope you will prayerfully look them over and then on
Commitment Weekend, Sept. 25 & 26, make a commitment to one or more of those ministries.

You can bring up the gifts at Mass

Recently we restarted the wonderful practice of having one or more parishioners bring the gifts (the
bread and wine) to the priest at the offertory. At some Masses, we have pre-arranged for a person or
family to do this. At many Masses, the ushers simply look for someone to take on this role. If you and/or
your family would like to do this some week, please ask the ushers. We respectfully ask that gift bearers
wear face coverings. If someone has already volunteered for that week, they’ll be happy to schedule you
for a future weekend.

Keep in mind everyone is welcome to do this – singles, couples, or large families – and we want to have a
variety! Talk to an usher or Fr. Kevin if you need more information about this.

Our RCIA program (Rite of Christian Initiation for
Adults) is looking for people…

open to becoming Catholic. The person may be unbaptized and have little knowledge of our faith or
may have been raised in another Christian tradition. We are ready to help in all cases. The first step is a
short meeting with Fr. Kevin to discuss their background and situation.

Do you know someone who is interested in joining the Catholic Church? Perhaps you can join them in
that meeting and accompany them as they learn about our faith and tradition. God may be using you to
bring another person into the kingdom!

September 5th is the next Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast. Join the Knights in the parish hall 
for a good breakfast after the 7:30 and 9:30am Masses.

And... Mark off Friday, September 17th on your calendar. You will want to be free to enjoy the Knight’s 
Chicken Dinner 3-9pm that day. Take-out or dine-in.

The Legion of Mary is 100 years old, and we rejoice to recall all the good work this organization has done 
for our Lord and the Church! A 100th Anniversary Mass will be held on Tuesday, September 7th at 
2:00 pm a St. Jerome's Parish - 10895 Hamlin Blvd., Largo, Fl. All Active and Auxiliary members of the 
Legion of Mary are invited to attend. And let all of us offer a prayer of thanksgiving for the gift of the 
Legion, especially the wonderful group here at Sacred Heart!

Saturday, September 11th is the 20th anniversary of the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center 
and Pentagon. This is a significant moment for many, and Sacred Heart will offer a special time of silent 
adoration from 2:30-3:30pm in the main church, next Saturday. We respectfully ask that all participants 
respect the silence and that no group prayers be offered. This will allow each person to pray in a way 
best suited for them.

This Week!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Weekday Mass
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, & Sat: 8am
Tues: 6pm (Spanish)
Wed: 8:15am (live-streamed) & 6pm

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil
4pm and 6pm (Spanish)
Sunday
7:30am, 9:30am (live-streamed), & 11:30am

Confessions
Wednesdays: 6:45-7:45pm (English)
Saturdays: 2:45-3:45pm (English)
Saturdays: 5:30-5:55pm (Spanish)
(If you need more time with the priest in confession,
please contact the parish office for an appointment)

Morning Devotions
Monday & Friday at 9am (live-streamed):
Fr. Kevin provides some background and a short
devotion on the saint of the day.

Our Chapel is Open for Prayer
Mon, Tues, Thurs, & Fri: 8:30am-5pm
Wednesday: 9am-8pm
Saturday: 8:30am-4pm

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Wednesdays: 6:30-8pm

First Friday Exposition:
8:30-10am, 6pm-9pm, Mass 9pm
Exposition continuing until 8am Saturday

First Saturdays with Mary:
8:30-10am (includes Adoration)

Divine Mercy Chaplet:
Tuesdays, after the 8am Mass

Our Lady of Perpetual Help:
Thur., after 8am Mass

Santo Nino (Infant Jesus) Novena:
2nd & 4th Wednesdays, after the 6pm Mass

Live-streamed liturgies and devotions can be
found at sacredheartpinellaspark.com (look for the
“Live” link at the top of the page) or on Facebook
(SacredHeart Parish PinellasPark).

Our Current Liturgical and
Devotional Schedule Online Resources!

The Diocese of St. Petersburg Office of Communications
has launched a new blog and radio series that helps
families to become vibrant and healthy by breaking free of
technology’s constant pull and digital distraction. The
series is called Making Space for Grace and it’s hosted by
Teresa Peterson, Executive Director of Communications
for the Diocese of St. Petersburg. The series offers lessons
and reflections for navigating our media environment so
that it doesn’t harm our faith and family life. The goal is to
develop healthy and holy habits so we can focus more on
real-life interactions that foster personal, relational and
spiritual growth. To learn more, visit
www.MakingSpaceforGrace.org.

New Series Helps Families Disconnect from
Digital and Reconnect with Each Other

GulfCoastCatholic.org, a news and lifestyle website, is 
designed to help Catholics know, live and share the faith. 
You’ll find articles that inform and, hopefully, inspire. Plus, 
each article can be shared via social media with one click. 
GulfCoastCatholic.org will provide timely and relevant 
articles for staying up to date with Catholic life and stories 
about people who are Courageously Living the Gospel. 
It is worth a look!

The Best Catholic Content
All In One Place

We are pleased to give you a free subscription to
formed.org. Entertaining movies, enlightening programs,
inspiring talks, and a great selection of popular ebooks—all
just a click away!

Want to create a new FORMED account?
1. Visit formed.org 2. Click Sign Up 3. Select “I Belong to a
Parish or Organization” 4. Find your parish by name, zip,
or parish code 5. Enter your email - and you’re in!
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Continued from front page.

So, what are we to do? Trust me, I’m not suggesting for a moment that we should all throw away our
phones. I still ride my bike.

I think the answer lies in awareness. We just need to be aware of the things that can become a god for us
and catch ourselves before things get out of hand. That’s what I was finally able to do with the bicycle. In
a lot of small ways, I came to realize that while there were – and still are – lots of great things about
cycling, there’s no real life in it. A good ride can make me happy, but it doesn’t give me real fulfillment.
No bike ride is ever going to satisfy that deep longing we all have.

The prophets spoke to this. They often called the Israelites back from worshipping false gods. Maybe we
need to reread those stories and, instead of picturing statues, think of our modern idols. Perhaps we
need to hear that same call to return to the one true God – the only one in whom we can find fulfillment
for our lives.

-Fr. Kevin

Preparing for Next Week
“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross,

and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it.”

-Mark 8:34-35

Christian discipleship requires denying oneself and living a life
that shares in the suffering of Christ. Discipleship will not lead
to success and wealth nor is it equivalent to honor, glory, and
financial success. It is a life of pain, suffering, and persecution.
True discipleship is not defined by what we might receive, but by what we are willing to give. The call to
discipleship is not a call only to the clergy and religious, but to everyone, laypersons and clergypersons.
Those who stand with Jesus in this life shall also stand with Jesus in the next life.

Upon hearing it brings up a few questions for me. What does discipleship do for me in my daily life?
Right here, right now? Do we seek out suffering or do we view those who suffer greatly as ‘good
disciples’? What is the pain, suffering, and persecution that Jesus is referring to that we will have to
encounter and experience today?

In this broken, fallen, and imperfect world we experience the cross. Although, the pain, suffering, and
persecution might not stand out in obvious ways. For instance, we might not be called to be crucified or
spit on by others who despise Jesus and the Christian faith. The cross might be, someone just offended
you, how will you respond? You were just given terrible news (a diagnosis etc.), how will you respond?
You have to make a difficult decision, will you remember to choose love when you make your decision?

Life, this broken and fallen world is filled with pain, suffering, and persecution. I think this is how this
passage relates to us today because unlike the disciples we most likely are not going to be crucified or
killed for our faith. Our call to Christian discipleship, our call to pain, suffering, and persecution is a call
to enter into the darkness of this world to be light to the world. A Christian disciples is one who chooses
to go into the chaos and darkness bearing the light of Christ. Bearing the light of Christ in darkness is
the cross we are called to. It is a cross because bearing light while being surrounded by darkness is
painful. Are we going to enter into the darkness bearing the light of Christ? Or will we avoid the pain,
avoid bearing the light in the darkness, and in doing so add darkness to the darkness?
-Riley Arnemann
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Website: sacredheartpinellaspark.com
Facebook: SacredHeart Parish PinellasPark
Church Office & Mailing Address
Address: 7809 46th Way N.
Pinellas Park, FL 33781
Phone: (727) 541-4447
Email: shcc7809@gmail.com
Pastor
Fr. Kevin Yarnell
frkevinyarnell@gmail.com
Parochial Vicar
Fr. Vĳay B. Polamarasetty
frvĳaysacredheart@gmail.com
Deacons
Dcn. David Sirrianna
Dcn. Chris Jensen
Parish Staff
Parish Administrator:

Tony Mazzella
mazzfest@aol.com

Faith Formation Coordinator:
Lisa Gunnin
sacredfaithformation@gmail.com

Property Technicians:
Michael Scavelli, Connor Horgen

Communications Director:
Riley Arnemann
rarnemann0709@gmail.com

Music Ministers:
Michael Marth

mjfm89@yahoo.com
Nicholas Gunnin

ngunnin@yahoo.com
Alberto Maisonet

alberto.maisonet@gmail.com
Vanessa Dockery

Parish Religious Gift Shop
Located in the church narthex
Open: Sat. 3:30-5:30pm

Sun. 8:30am-12:45pm
His Heart Society Outreach
4661 80th Ave. N.
Pinellas Park, FL 33781
Food & Clothing: Tue. & Thurs. 9-11am
Call (727) 544-5445 for financial assistance
Sacred Heart School
7951 46th Way N., Pinellas Park, FL 33781
Phone: 727-544-1106
SacredHeartPinellasPark.org

“They were exceedingly astonished and they said, ‘He has done all
things well. He makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.’”

- Mark 7:37

If you follow me on social media, you probably know I am
a sports fan, and I’m sure many of you are too. Here in
Tampa Bay we’ve been on a good run with winning
championships lately. At the conclusion of a championship
game, occasionally you’ll hear a victorious player say, “First,
I want to give glory to God for making this possible!” The
athlete is so excited that they want to proclaim God’s
goodness in victory. Most viewers smile, although some
non-believers might roll their eyes in doubt that God had
anything to do with it.

In Mark’s Gospel this weekend, we read the account of
Jesus healing the deaf man, thus allowing the man to hear
and speak normally. The man was ecstatic, but Jesus
instructed the man and the witnesses not to tell anyone.
But, like an athlete in victory, they were so astounded that
they couldn’t help but tell everyone who would hear that it
was Jesus who had performed the miracle.

Most of us will not win the Super Bowl or Stanley Cup, or
be a witness to a miraculous healing, but we have everyday
victories we can celebrate. I often say that we need to
celebrate the small victories in life. Maybe you or a loved
one recovered from a severe illness or got a job that you’d
been hoping for. Maybe you passed a test that you were
unsure of. You might have uttered, “thanks be to God”
when you received the results. We should be grateful to
God.

This passage reminds us to be thankful for the big events in
life, but also the little, everyday blessings. We should start
our day in thanksgiving for the gift of a new day of life and
end it with a prayer of thanksgiving for the day we lived.
Why not come to church this weekend and be thankful for
every blessing – big and small – that we’ve received in life.

-Bishop Gregory Parkes

Glory to God
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Our Parish Prayer List

An Environmentally Sustainable Lifestyle

We pray that we all will make 
courageous choices for a simple and 
environmentally sustainable lifestyle, 
rejoicing in our young people who are 
resolutely committed to this.

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention 
for the Month of September

To keep this list meaningful, we respectfully ask that requests to be included on the list be renewed every 4 weeks and that you provide a specific prayer
intention. To respect the privacy of individuals, please submit requests only with the expressed permission of the person for whom you are requesting prayer.
Send requests to frkevinyarnell@gmail.com

Sheryl Acunal
Genevieve Aziz
Constance Bader
Kenneth Barcomb
Darlene and Michael Belanger
Anthony Belcastro
Thomas Bourke
Devin Brown
Ryan Buck Jr.
Nina Buzzone-England
Norman Callahan
Judy Cardone
Paul & Gail Catalona
Bill Cauchon
Joseph I. Chase
David Ciofani

Bonnie Crisafulli
Tom & Irene Dence
Anne Fiamengo
Jan Gossett
James Guimond
Mary Haisch
Michael Hurguy
Ethel Haskin
Amy Iketani
Janet Jacob
David Johnson
Liam & Jeanne Kennedy
Anna Kumari
Marie LaPointe
Gail Larson
Linda Lawandus

Evilia Lopez
Sharn Lundy
Katie Malins
Connie Marmaro
Marty Mathews
Mary Mattingly
Mattie Mores
Carol Muka
Susan Nguyen
Jeff Odajewski
Frank & Ann Orzel
Robert Ostrenga
Antoinette Passero
Neil Petrocci
Audrey Reale
Steve Ramirez

Nylene Santos
Maria Sauls
Frank Schaumann
Craig Schiller
Laura Scotto
Maryanne & Dcn. David
Sirrianna
Renae Soale
Casey Staton
Helen Sullivan
Norman & Leonette St. Germain
Sherry Taylor
Josephine Underwood
Bold indicates new name
added to prayer list.
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