
Blessed and Merry Christmas!

I am so glad that you are with us to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Christmas is a
special time of year. It draws people together and somehow gives us a reason to
focus on the best in others. You may, for example, have found yourself greeting total
strangers with, “Merry Christmas!” and meant exactly what you said. You wished
for them a day of happiness.

If there is a down-side to the season it would be that it only lasts for a day. At least
that’s what it appears. The Church celebrates Christmas until January 12th, but for
most of society it is all over by nightfall. On the 26th, the trash cans will be full of
discarded wrapping paper, boxes, and packing material and we’ll be eating leftovers.
We may look back and recall a terrific day while also feeling a bit hollow. We may
even hear the voice of Charlie Brown, from the Peanuts Christmas Special, asking
in frustration, “Does anyone know what Christmas is all about?”

Linus gives the answer by reciting the story of the angels’ announcement of Jesus’
birth to the shepherds. And he is, of course, correct. Christmas is about the birth of
Jesus. But Christmas is also an invitation; an invitation to what Jesus called “an
abundant life” (Jn. 10:10). Jesus would not have defined “abundant” by the number
of presents we receive or the beauty of our decorations or the amount of food we
place on the table. This abundant life is one of purpose, contentment, and peace; a
fulfilled life of meaning that does not depend on temporary and fleeting things like
presents and glitter.

And so, as we celebrate the Christmas Mass, we are invited to focus on Jesus. We are
invited to accept his saving grace and learn to be one of his disciples. It is not an
easy choice for everyone and may not be easy for you. I can tell you that, without
exception, everyone I know who has chosen radical discipleship has found “an
abundant life” available in no other way.

Maybe today, as you look at the nativity scene and think of those long-ago events,
you can picture the baby Jesus lying in the manger with his arms reaching up to
you.

Reach back.

Fr. Kevin
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Saturday, December 25
8:00 a.m. ✝Marion Eliz King
10:00 a.m. For our parishioners
12:00 p.m. For our parishioners
Sunday, December 26
7:30 a.m. ✝Marion Eliz King
9:30 a.m. For our parishioners
11:30 a.m. ✝Lardy Santos
Monday, December 27
8:00 a.m. ✝Joseph Bechel
Tuesday, December 28
8:00 a.m. ✝Dudley Pelletier
Wednesday, December 29
8:15 a.m. Dr. Deborah Conklin, DVM
6:00 p.m. ✝For victims of national disaster
Thursday, December 30
8:00 a.m. ✝Maria Gonzales & ✝Marie
Butler
Friday, December 31
8:00 a.m. Concordio Castellano
Saturday, January 1
12:01 a.m. For our parishioners
8:00 a.m. For our parish volunteers
4:00 p.m. ✝Lester & Jeanne Yarnell
6:00 p.m. For the Sacred Heart Spanish
community
Sunday, January 2
7:30 a.m. Eufemia Ramos-Lopez
9:30 a.m. ✝Alan Bibb
11:30 a.m. ✝James Masterson

Sanctuary Candle
The sanctuary candle burns in loving
memory of Bruce & Mel Christick

Weekly Mass Intentions Stewardship

December 11th-12th

Offertory: $10,710.50
2nd Collection (Immaculate Conception): $815.00
Religious Retirement: $1,421.00
His Heart: $312.00
Other: $4,589.12*
Total: $13,601.33
Mass Attendance: 995!
*Includes a generous donation to cover the cost of our parish calendars.
Thanks!

Today’s second collection is for the Annual Pastoral Appeal.
As you probably know, donations to this appeal fund the
many ministries of our diocese. This is our last collection for
2021 and we are so pleased to report that our parishioners
have given $98,522.58 this year! This is only $14,635.42
from our goal. Ten years ago, we only managed 47% of that
year’s goal and so it is encouraging to see us at 87%.

Thank you for helping ministries like Pinellas Hope,
seminarian formation, Catholic schools, Catholic Charities
and so many others!

About 2 years ago the teens in the Senior High Youth Group
opened a Kiva account. Kiva.org makes it possible for people
and groups in poorer countries around the world to receive
microloans – small loans that a typical bank will not fund. An
account with Kiva lets the teens choose which loans they
would like to help fund. For example, the teens contributed
$25 toward a loan of $900 for Ana who has a handicraft
business in Tonga. As Ana repays the loan, our teens will
receive back the $25 which they can then relend to another
person. Since opening their account they have lent a total of
$500 to people in 16 countries. What a great way to follow
Jesus’ command to lend expecting nothing in return!

A terrific example of stewardship

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Santo Nino Novena
We look forward to the annual Santo Nino Mass on January 2nd,
11:30am. To prepare for this celebration you are invited to join in
the 9-day novena to the Santo Nino. The group will meet at 6pm
each evening in the Parish Hall from Dec. 25th to Jan 1st.

Do these belong on your calendar?

Tue. Dec. 28, No Bible Study; resumes Jan. 4
Fri. Dec. 31, Adoration from 11pm to midnight
Sat. Jan 1, Mass: Mary Mother of God, 12:01am
Sat. Jan 1, Mass: Mary Mother of God, 8am
Sun. Jan 2, Santo Nino Fiesta Celebration at the 11:30am Mass

Special Parish Office Hours
To allow our staff to enjoy the Christmas season, the office will be closed the week of December 27th.

Coming Soon!
Sunday, Jan. 9th, 8:30-11am, KOC Pancake Breakfast
Saturday, Jan. 22nd, 5-8pm, KOC Spaghetti Dinner
Sunday, Jan. 23rd, Word of God Sunday (bring your Bible to
Mass!)
Jan. 30th - Feb. 4th, Catholic Schools Week
Saturday, Feb. 12th, 11am-2pm, Parish Picnic

A new Bible Study!
Jesus: The Way, The Truth, and The Life starts January 5, 2022.
This new group will meet in the Marion Room from 9-11:30 am
each Wednesday for 11 weeks. Steve Douglas will facilitate the
group. The cost is $29.95 for the book and study guide. (We will
happily help with that expense if needed. Please do not let cost
come between you and studying the Bible.) Sign up by email
sacredfaithformation@gmail.com.

Men's Morning Out! A Bible Study for those men of the parish who are early risers.
The tentative start date is January 12, 2022 at 5:30-6:30 am in the Parish Hall. The group will study the
book of Romans and will be led by Steve Douglas. Each session will include a video stream presentation
followed by discussion. Handouts will be available to help with study. There is a cost for the study guide.
Sign up by email sacredfaithformation@gmail.com.

An Evening of Prayer and Discernment – Be a Part of History in the Making
Pope Francis is asking people to come together to dialogue and pray about our Church’s future.
Everyone is invited to gather for a time of learning, praying, listening and sharing as we consider how
the Holy Spirit is leading the Church in the third millennium. Your voice is needed!

Sacred Heart will be offering several opportunities for small groups to meet and discuss. We will have
those dates and times available next month. Or you can attend a larger gathering at 7pm on Friday,
February 4, 2022, at the Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle (5815 5th Ave. N., St. Petersburg). To learn
more, visit JourneyingTogether.org
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Weekday Mass
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, & Sat: 8am
Tues: 6pm (Spanish)
Wed: 8:15am (live-streamed) & 6pm

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil
4pm and 6pm (Spanish)
Sunday
7:30am, 9:30am (live-streamed), & 11:30am

Confessions
Wednesdays: 6:45-7:45pm (English)
Saturdays: 2:45-3:45pm (English)
Saturdays: 5:30-5:55pm (Spanish)
(If you need more time with the priest in confession,
please contact the parish office for an appointment)

Morning Devotions
Monday & Friday at 9am (live-streamed):
Fr. Kevin provides some background and a short
devotion on the saint of the day.

Our Chapel is Open for Prayer
Mon, Tues, Thurs, & Fri: 8:30am-5pm
Wednesday: 9am-8pm
Saturday: 8:30am-4pm

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Wednesdays: 6:30-8pm

First Friday Exposition:
8:30-10am, 6pm-9pm, Mass 9pm
Exposition continuing until 8am Saturday

First Saturdays with Mary:
8:30-10am (includes Adoration)

Divine Mercy Chaplet:
Tuesdays, after the 8am Mass

Our Lady of Perpetual Help:
Thur., after 8am Mass

Santo Nino (Infant Jesus) Novena:
2nd & 4th Wednesdays, after the 6pm Mass

Live-streamed liturgies and devotions can be
found at sacredheartpinellaspark.com (look for the
“Live” link at the top of the page) or on Facebook
(SacredHeart Parish PinellasPark).

Our Current Liturgical and
Devotional Schedule

Consecration to the Holy Family

Proverb of the Week: Prov. 28:13: “He who conceals his
transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and
forsakes them will find compassion.”

The Holy Family can be a model for modern families
even though Jesus, Mary, and Joseph lived 2,000 years
ago in a vastly different culture. This Sunday we will
celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family. Prior to the start
of each Mass, the Knights of Columbus will lead us in
this prayer of consecration to the Holy Family.
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From Pope Francis
The Gospel says that Joseph was “just”
precisely because he was subject to the law as
any pious Israelite. But within him, his love for
Mary and his trust in her suggested a way he
could remain in observance of the law and save
the honour of his bride. He decided to
repudiate her in secret, without making noise,
without subjecting her to public humiliation.
He chose the path of confidentiality, without a
trial or retaliation. How holy Joseph was! We,
as soon as we have a bit of gossip, something
scandalous about someone else, we go around
talking about it right away! Silent, Joseph.
Silent.

But the evangelist Matthew adds immediately:
“But as he considered this, behold, an angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
‘Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the
Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins’ ” (1:20.21). God’s voice intervenes in Joseph’s discernment. In a dream, He reveals a greater
meaning than his own justice. How important it is for each one of us to cultivate a just life and, at the
same time, to always feel the need for God’s help to broaden our horizons and to consider the
circumstances of life from an always different, larger perspective. Many times, we feel imprisoned by
what has happened to us: “But look what happened to me!” – and we remain imprisoned in that bad
thing that happened to us. But particularly in front of some circumstances in life that initially appear
dramatic, a Providence is hidden that takes shape over time and illuminates the meaning even of the
pain that has touched us. The temptation is to close in on that pain, in that thought that good things
never happen to us. And this is not good for us. This leads you to sadness and bitterness. A bitter heart is
so ugly.

Pope Francis’ weekly Wednesday audience, delivered on Dec. 1, 2021
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Website: sacredheartpinellaspark.com
Facebook: SacredHeart Parish
PinellasPark
Church Office & Mailing Address
Address: 7809 46th Way N.
Pinellas Park, FL 33781
Phone: (727) 541-4447
Email: shcc7809@gmail.com
Pastor
Fr. Kevin Yarnell
frkevinyarnell@gmail.com
Parochial Vicar
Fr. Vĳay B. Polamarasetty
frvĳaysacredheart@gmail.com
Deacons
Dcn. Chris Jensen
Dcn. David Sirrianna
Dcn. John Ustick
Parish Staff
Parish Administrator:

Tony Mazzella
mazzfest@aol.com

Faith Formation Coordinator:
Lisa Gunnin
sacredfaithformation@gmail.com

Property Technicians:
Michael Scavelli, Connor Horgen

Communications Director:
Riley Arnemann
rarnemann0709@gmail.com

Music Ministers:
Michael Marth

mjfm89@yahoo.com
Nicholas Gunnin

ngunnin@yahoo.com
Alberto Maisonet

alberto.maisonet@gmail.com
Vanessa Dockery

Parish Religious Gift Shop
Located in the church narthex
Open: Sat. 3:30-5:30pm

Sun. 8:30am-12:45pm
His Heart Society Outreach
4661 80th Ave. N.
Pinellas Park, FL 33781
Food & Clothing: Tue. & Thurs. 9-11am
Call (727) 544-5445 for financial assistance
Sacred Heart School
7951 46th Way N., Pinellas Park, FL 33781
Phone: 727-544-1106
SacredHeartPinellasPark.org

In our Gospel for next week we hear about the magi
searching for the newborn king of the Jews. They were
searching for him so that they could give him homage. In
those days the people only knew of one kind of king, i.e.,
someone who was strong and powerful.

This newborn king is vastly different, but the people during
this time obviously did not know this. Although, some might
argue that Jesus was strong and powerful because of the
amount of people that began following him. I would argue
that Jesus was not strong and powerful.

Jesus was non-violent, compassionate, and not interested in
gaining the publics acceptance. His life was extremely
controversial. He lived a life that was countercultural. His
actions and words were questioned, challenged, and
misunderstood.

What is it about this person Jesus that captivated the magi
and all of his followers? TRUTH. Despite his life being
countercultural and controversial, people still felt that how he
lived his life and what he preached was true.

In Book 1 Part I of Aristotle’s Metaphysics he states, “All
men by nature desire to know.” In other words, all people by
nature desire to seek and find truth. I think this is what the
magi were doing, i.e., seeking and finding truth.

I think this is a good opportunity to ask ourselves, are we
going to church because of tradition? For example, because
it is what our family did and it would make them happy if
they knew we went to church? Do we go to church to check
it off a list to make ourselves (or our conscience) feel better?

Why am I here? I do not go to church because a bunch of
bishops in Rome tell me to; rather, I go to church because I
firmly believe the Catholic Church is the church that Jesus
founded and that it is the one true faith. When we view our
faith as true, it brings a new desire to go to church.

-Riley Arnemann

Preparing for Next Sunday
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Our Parish Prayer List

Catechists

Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to
announce the Word of God: may they be its
witnesses, with courage and creativity and in
the power of the Holy Spirit.

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for
the Month of December

To keep this list meaningful, we respectfully ask that requests to be included on the list be renewed every 4 weeks and that you provide a specific prayer
intention. To respect the privacy of individuals, please submit requests only with the expressed permission of the person for whom you are requesting prayer.
Send requests to frkevinyarnell@gmail.com

Sheryl Acunal
Genevieve Aziz
Constance Bader
Mary Barbuti
Kenneth Barcomb
Darlene and Michael Belanger
Anthony Belcastro
Thomas Bourke
Ryan Buck Jr.
Nina Buzzone-England
Norman Callahan
Judy Cardone
Paul & Gail Catalona
Bill Cauchon
Joseph I. Chase
David Ciofani
Mark Clements
Bonnie Crisafulli

Tom & Irene Dence
Anne Fiamengo
Florence Garrido
Jan Gossett
James Guimond
Mary Haisch
Michael Hurguy
Jenny Holland
Amy Iketani
Janet Jacob
David Johnson
Liam & Jeanne Kennedy
Anna Kumari
Charlotte Laliberti
Marie LaPointe
Gail Larson
Evilia Lopez
Sharn Lundy

Katie Malins
Connie Marmaro
Mary Masterson
Mary Mattingly
Carol Muka
Susan Nguyen
Jeff Odajewski
Frank & Ann Orzel
Robert Ostrenga
Antoinette Passero
Neil Petrocci
Audrey Reale
Judy & Mark Rucker
Nylene Santos
Maria Sauls
Frank Schaumann
Laura Scotto
Lia & Fred Sinclair

Lloyd Sinclair
Ryan Sinram
Maryanne & Dcn. David
Sirrianna
Renae Soale
Casey Staton
Helen Sullivan
Norman & Leonette St. Germain
Sherry Taylor
Josephine Underwood
Bold indicates new name
added to prayer list.
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